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money for other purposes, installing flood-
lights, hiring private security guards, paying
overtime for existing officers, whatever they
believe will work best to forestall the fires.

I’m asking Congress to quickly approve the
transfer through a special procedure that al-
lows action without a time-consuming floor
vote. We don’t have any time to waste. With
this step, the National Government will be
helping local police not only to investigate
arson and apprehend the guilty but to help
to physically protect churches from harm in
the first place.

If this emergency measure is not enough
to beat back the church burnings, we will
take further steps as needed. This is a strug-
gle against racism and religious bigotry, and
we will escalate that struggle as necessary
with enough people power and willpower to
make sure the struggle is won. This is a test
not just for law enforcement but for all law-
abiding Americans.

Earlier today, I signed a proclamation des-
ignating a national month of unity. During
the month of July, I call on religious leaders
of all faiths to speak from the pulpit and em-
phasize the need for healing. And I call on
all citizens to join together, to reach out to
one another, to strengthen the ideals that
light our way and keep us strong.

On Thursday, we will celebrate America’s
Independence Day. This year, let us take this
opportunity to rededicate ourselves once
again to the proposition that all Americans
are created equal and that every American
should be able to worship in freedom and
freedom from fear.

Thank you very much. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:39 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks to the Convention of the
National Council of Senior Citizens
in Chicago, Illinois
July 2, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Pretty rowdy group today. Thank you. I want
to—what’s the problem over here on the
right? [Laughter] Steve said, you know, he
said, ‘‘This room is 285 feet long. It’s like
a giant bowling alley.’’ [Laughter] There’s

kind of a wave that goes from right to left
here.

Let me, first of all, thank Lois and Tom
for their introductions. I want to thank your
outgoing president, Gene Glover, for his
years of outstanding service and wish your
incoming president, Harry Gunther, well,
and say that I hope this means that we have
an even better chance of carrying Florida
than we did before we started, Harry.

I thank all the distinguished labor leaders
who are here, George Becker and Jay Mazur.
And I see Doug Fraser there. You’re looking
great; I’m glad to see you, Doug. Thank you
and God bless you, sir.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
Steve Protulis. He has done a great job for
you and a great job for me. Thank you, Steve.
And I want to recognize one other person
apart from the elected officials, and that is
my great friend, Justin Dart, over there.
Thank you for everything you have done, sir.
I’m glad to see you.

When Tom was up there kind of being
rough on the Congress I wanted to say, he
didn’t mean the Members of Congress who
are here. [Laughter] He didn’t mean Dick
Durbin or Ed Pastor or Bobby Rush or Luis
Gutierrez. We thank them for what they did
in this Congress. They did a great job.

And, Mayor Daley, it’s good to be in Chi-
cago. And I’ll be back before you know it.
I thank you for having us all here.

I always love to come to Chicago, and I
like to—we flew in a helicopter down to
Meigs Field, and we got to fly over some
of the suburbs—and I always reminisce when
I do. But a lot of you know that Hillary was
born in Chicago and grew up in Park Ridge.
And I wish she were here today, but she is
representing our country on a tour of nine
Central and Eastern European nations. So
I talked to her last night; she just finished
a day in Romania. So I wish she were here,
but she’s over there talking about countries
who love freedom. [Applause] Thank you.

I want to thank you for something else that
I know you feel, and that is, it meant a lot
to me when I took this recent trip to Europe
to have the annual meeting of the seven larg-
est industrial countries and then a meeting
with those countries and Russia about politi-
cal challenges facing the world to know that
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the people back home were not only out-
raged by the murder of our service people
in Saudi Arabia but determined to stand
against terrorism wherever it exists.

And I know you must have been proud
this morning to read in the newspaper that
our Federal law enforcement officials thwart-
ed a planned attempt to blow up buildings
in Arizona. I thank them for that, and I’m
proud of them.

I can tell you this: In this open world of
ours where we can all move around the world
and ideas and information and money and
technology can move around the world in a
split second, we are more vulnerable to the
organized forces of intolerance and hatred
and terrorism. But we can also prevent a lot
of these things. I have seen it work here in
the United States in the last 3 years, where
we’ve headed off a number of such
incidences. I see it happen in the Middle
East, where incidences not only occur but
many more are headed off. And we’re going
to have to work at this, work it together, and
other nations need to work with us, because
this is our common security threat after the
cold war. And we can whip this if we’ll stay
together and work together. And we have to
do that.

The other thing I’d like to say is that I
signed a proclamation late last night pro-
claiming this month as National Unity Month
and asking all Americans to find ways in their
places of worship or in other places to stand
up against this terrible wave of church bomb-
ings and the desecration of other houses of
worship that we are seeing across this coun-
try.

Just before I came to see you I announced
that we reallocated a few million dollars to
the 12 States that have seen the great bulk
of these church burnings so that every county
will receive some funds either to hire extra
officers or to have people work overtime, or
to help churches put up security equipment
or lighting at night, to do something to try
to prevent these things from occurring.

But we also need to change the atmos-
phere. If you’ve seen the profiles coming out
on a lot of the people who have been charged
with these church burnings, they seem to be
no discernible conspiracy, but instead a lot
of people who share common problems, peo-

ple who have disappointments in their own
lives, frustrations in their own lives, and
somehow think instead of saying, ‘‘Well, what
can I do to straighten myself out or who can
I go to’’—whom can I go to—‘‘to ask for
help,’’ they say, ‘‘Well, I’m just going to be
mad and burn a black church.’’

And you know, this is something that is
sort of endemic to human nature. When
you’re in a crisis in your life, you can either
say, ‘‘What can I do to fix it,’’ or ‘‘how can
I get some help,’’ or you can look for some-
body else to blame or say, ‘‘Well, no matter
how bad off I am there is somebody that’s
even lower than I am, and I’m going to pun-
ish them.’’ And we have to stand up against
that. We have to change the atmosphere in
the country.

Don’t forget that—don’t forget, this coun-
try was founded on a belief in religious lib-
erty. A lot of the first people who came to
the shores of the United States came here
because they wanted to come to a place
where nobody would tell them how to wor-
ship God, and they could make their own
mind up.

Don’t forget that the first amendment to
the Constitution not only protects the free-
dom of speech, the freedom of press, and
the freedom of assembly, it protects the free-
dom of religion. It is the first amendment
to the Constitution. And over our entire his-
tory we have displayed a fidelity to it that
has kept our country strong. And we dare
not allow this to continue without every
American of conscience, without regard to
their race, their region, or their political
party, speaking up against it. It is wrong, and
we must stand together.

For more than 30 years now, you have
been fighting the good fight you were cheer-
ing about today, fighting first for Medicare
and for Medicaid and for Social Security and
then fighting to protect it. I am very proud
that one of the things that happened last year
with the leadership of Senator Moynihan pri-
marily is that we finally made Social Security
an independent agency, giving the autonomy
it needs to fulfill its mission.

You know as well as I do that your fight
for the well-being and the dignity of Amer-
ican seniors has never been more important
than it is now. You know that the victories

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:40 Dec 30, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00017 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P27JY4.002 p27jy4



1168 July 2 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

that we won through the veto pen in 1995
didn’t solve the fundamental problem of se-
curing the Medicare Trust Fund in a way
that honors the dignity of the seniors of this
country or protects our sense of fairness. I
am proud to stand with you. But what you
do from here forward is central to our mis-
sion as we move into the 21st century.

When I ran for President, I said to all of
you that I wanted to lead our country into
the next century to ensure three things. I
wanted the American dream to be a living
reality to every person who is willing to work
for it, without regard to their race, their gen-
der, their region, or what they start out with
in life. I wanted this country to be coming
together around all of its ethnic and racial
and religious diversity, instead of being torn
apart the way so many countries around the
world are. And I wanted this country to con-
tinue to be the world’s strongest force for
peace and freedom and prosperity.

At the end of the cold war, if the world
is not going to be divided into the communist
and non-communist world, and if we can
force the nuclear threat to recede, we still
have to have somebody out there standing
up for human decency around the world and
peace and freedom. You see that in Bosnia.
You see it in Haiti. You see it in the fight
against terrorism.

And it seemed to me that in order to ac-
complish these things we had to ask our-
selves: Okay, the cold war is over. We’re liv-
ing in a new kind of world. All right, we’re
not dominated by large industrial bureauc-
racies and large government bureaucracies
and mass production anymore. High tech-
nology and the information revolution has
changed dramatically manufacturing and ag-
riculture and every form of human endeavor.
So we changed the way we work; we changed
the way we live; we changed the way we are
relating to the rest of the world—big
changes, 100-year changes. Now what?

And it seemed to me that we had to start
by saying we have to meet these challenges
in a way that protects our values. And one
of the values that has made this country
strong for over 200 years is recognizing that
we are, none of us, in this alone. We have
responsibilities to each other. That’s really
what all these debates are about.

So if, for example, if you just take Medi-
care. If there’s a problem with Medicare,
solve the problem, but don’t solve it by asking
families to go back to the days when they
had to choose between health care for the
parents or college educations for the kids.
That’s not the answer to solve that problem.

This is about more than money. This is
about what we are as a people. What are our
obligation to our parents, and what are our
parents’ obligation to their grandchildren?
How can we make these decisions in a way
that allows America to grow but to grow to-
gether, to go forward together, so that we
all feel like we’re in this together and that
we’re growing stronger because we’re hold-
ing hands and working together?

Now, that is what I believe we should be
doing. And I don’t think it’s very com-
plicated. I think we need a strategy which
says our role is to create opportunity, not
guarantees but opportunity for people to
make the most of their own lives, to insist
that our citizens act with personal respon-
sibility, and to build a stronger sense of com-
munity, to recognize that we’re all in this to-
gether, we do have certain obligations to one
another, and we’re all going to do better if
everybody has a chance to do well, and that
we can’t lift up one group by keeping another
down. We have to make these decisions to-
gether. That’s the way to do it.

Take the economy. Four years ago our
economy was drifting, unemployment was
high, the deficit was out of control, we had
the slowest job growth since the Great De-
pression. I wanted to chart a new course. And
I said what we ought to do with this economy
is to have a disciplined plan to move us into
the 21st century with a growing economy that
everybody had a chance to benefit from.
Let’s cut the deficit, get interest rates down,
get investment into creating jobs and homes
up. Let’s continue to invest in the education
of our children, the education of adults, high
technology, research, the things that will cre-
ate good jobs. Let’s have more trade, but let’s
make sure it’s not only free trade but fair
trade. Let’s do these things, and it will work.

I also believe very strongly that we had
to do more to help working families to suc-
ceed at work and to succeed at home. You
know, a lot of people talk about welfare.
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Well, one of the things that I figured out
was we had a tax system that was punishing
people at the low end of the wage scale who
chose work over welfare. So we doubled—
we doubled the family tax credit, called the
earned-income tax credit so we could say if
you’re working 40 hours a week and you’ve
got a child in the home, we will not tax you
into poverty. You should be out of poverty.
We will lift you out of poverty with the tax
system. It was pro-family.

We fought for the family and medical leave
law, which simply said if you have a sick par-
ent or a newborn baby and you have to take
some time off work, you won’t lose your job.
It was a good bill, and it was the right thing
to do.

Now, when we passed this economic plan,
I predicted that if it passed, we’d be able
to cut the deficit in half in 4 years, and the
American people would produce 8 million
new jobs, even though we were going to re-
duce the size of the National Government.
Well, the Republicans in the Congress fought
us tooth and nail. And I’ll give them credit—
every one of them voted against it. [Laugh-
ter] They didn’t fool around; they were unit-
ed. [Laughter]

Speaker Gingrich, then the minority lead-
er, said, ‘‘I believe this will lead to a recession
next year.’’ Now the majority leader, Mr.
Armey, said of my economic plan, ‘‘Clearly
this is a job-killer.’’ [Laughter] Senator
Gramm said, ‘‘We are buying a one-way tick-
et to a recession. The American economy is
going to get weaker, not stronger, and 4 years
from today the deficit will be higher than
it is today and not lower.’’ Senator Dole said,
‘‘President Clinton knows, and the American
people know, the plan does not tackle the
deficit.’’ And John Kasich, the head of the
Budget Committee, from Ohio, said——

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Wait, let me quote this.

Here is what he said of our economic plan,
quote, ‘‘This plan will not work. If it was to
work then I’d have to become a Democrat.’’
[Laughter] Well, I want to tell Mr. Kasich
that Mayor Daley is saving a seat for him
at the convention, because it works. It does.

I don’t know how they define ‘‘work,’’ but
in 31⁄2 years the deficit, now we know, will
be cut by more than half. We know the

American people did not produce 8 million
jobs in 4 years; they produced 9.7 million
jobs in 31⁄2 years; 3.7 million new home-
owners; an all-time high in the export of
American products; a record number for 3
years in a row of new businesses starting up.
And for the first time in 10 years, thank good-
ness, average hourly earnings for working
families are starting to go up. The lowest
combined rates of unemployment and infla-
tion in almost 30 years. I think it’s fair to
say that based on the evidence, when it came
to the economy, we were right, and they were
wrong.

Of course, we have more to do. The mini-
mum wage this year is going to drop to a
40-year low in what it will buy if we don’t
raise it. You can’t raise a family on 4.25 an
hour. And if this Congress really believes in
work and family values, let them go back and
raise the minimum wage like they ought to.

And we ought to pass the Kennedy-Kasse-
baum bill and pass it now, unadulterated. So
people won’t lose their health insurance
when they change jobs or someone in their
family has been sick. We also ought to make
sure that we do a number of other things.
I’ve sent a package of retirement legislation
to the Congress to make it easier for self-
employed people and small-business people
to take out retirement plans and then to keep
it even if they go through periods of unem-
ployment, or when they change jobs. There
are lots of other things we need to do. But
the last thing we need to do is to reverse
a course that is working.

I also believe that when people get to the
end of their working lives, they shouldn’t
have to worry about whether they can feed
themselves when they retire. Nor, however,
should they have to worry about whether
Medicare will be there for them.

Now, I noticed when our friends on the
other side debate Medicare in Washington,
they never tell people that one of the impor-
tant things that we did in our 1993 economic
plan was to strengthen the Medicare Trust
Fund, to add a few years to it. And they at-
tacked us every step of the way for trying
to do it, and in fact, in the ’94 election prom-
ised to undo what we had done to strengthen
the Medicare Trust Fund and protect the fi-
nancial integrity of Medicare. It’s why we
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fought for the reauthorization of the Older
Americans Act, so that seniors can get the
nutrition and transportation and other serv-
ices they need.

It’s why I have worked so hard to pass and
then to protect that crime bill. How many
seniors would say that their number one con-
cern over the last 5 years has been their per-
sonal safety? And again I would say, if you
just look at the record this administration has
worked on in the area of criminal justice and
law enforcement—we passed the Brady bill,
requiring a waiting period before people can
buy handguns; we passed the crime bill,
which put 100,000 more police on the street
over a period of 6 years. I can tell you this:
We are ahead of schedule with those police
officers and under budget. And they are mak-
ing a difference to lower the crime rate in
America.

We passed the ban on assault weapons.
And again, the leadership of the other side
fought us every step of the way. They said
we shouldn’t give the communities any
money to try to help prevention programs,
to spend money to keep kids working in the
summertime or giving them some things to
do after school, instead of to walk the streets.
They said that this was a waste of money,
even though police officers were screaming
for it all over America, so that our young peo-
ple could have something to say yes to, as
well as something to say no to.

They said if we passed the assault weapons
ban and the Brady bill, we were just going
to take everybody’s gun away from them.
Well, I’ll tell you something, we’ve now been
through two deer seasons—[laughter]—and
where I live, every last hunter that hadn’t
wanted to buy a new gun is still hunting with
the same rifle they had when those guys were
trying to scare them to death.

But there are some people who didn’t get
guns: 60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers
didn’t get guns because of the Brady bill. We
were right, and they were wrong.

Ask Mayor Daley, a former prosecutor,
about Chicago. Community policing, preven-
tive strategies: the crime rate is down in vir-
tually every major city in this country in every
major category. Substantial drop in the mur-
der rate, just from last year, right here in
Chicago. So those people who fought the

crime bill were wrong. They were wrong.
The evidence is here. And that has to do with
how senior citizens live.

We know that as we look to the future,
we have to find a way to control medical in-
flation. Of course, we do. We have to find
a way to try to bring inflation in health care
down to the level of inflation in the country
and keep it there. We know that as there’s
more seniors relative to workers in the popu-
lation, we have to deal with that. We know
that we have to have integrity in the Medi-
care trust fund. Can we do that without cre-
ating two classes of people under Medicare?
Can we do it without destroying the guaran-
tees of Medicaid to families with people with
disabilities, to elderly people in nursing
homes, to poor women and their infant chil-
dren? You bet we can. We’ve done it before.
We can do it again, and we will do it.

Medicaid, most people think, is a program
for poor people. The truth is only about 30
percent of it goes to help poor families, preg-
nant women, and little children. Seventy per-
cent of it goes to care for our senior citizens,
most of whom come from middle class fami-
lies, to enable their children to have stable
lives and raise their children and educate
them, and to go to help families with family
members with disabilities, many of whom can
live at home or independently because of
Medicaid, many of whom are able to raise
their children with serious disabilities at
home without going into bankruptcy or hav-
ing to give up their jobs because of Medicaid.

Now, can we do things to slow the rate
of inflation there, to give the people on Med-
icaid more choices, to have more incentives
to do all kinds of things? Yes, we can. Should
we walk away from the guarantee we have
given to try to help make people secure in
their health care? No, we should not. No,
we should not. Are there other strategies we
can follow? You bet there are. What about
preventive health care?

One of the things that I tried to do—it’s
turned out to be very controversial and I now
see why no previous President ever wanted
to get into this—is I believe that we should
take strong action to stop the advertising,
sales, and transference of cigarettes to chil-
dren. I think it’s wrong.
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You talk about saving money. Three thou-
sand children a day smoke—start smoking—
begin. Three thousand children a day begin.
One thousand of them will have their lives
shortened because of it. And along the way
society will pick up a significant part of the
health care bill. Now, that’s one way to save
money.

Now, I have been amazed at the debate
that’s injected itself into the national cam-
paign on this issue. I notice that Senator Dole
questioned the other day whether or not to-
bacco was really addictive for everybody.
[Laughter] And then, apparently, this morn-
ing, when it was—he was asked about Dr.
Koop, who was President Reagan’s Surgeon
General, a remarkable man, who may be a
Republican for all I know—President Rea-
gan’s Surgeon General, but he has been one
of our most outspoken advocates of trying
to stop smoking among young people—and
this morning Senator Dole suggested that
maybe Dr. Koop had been brainwashed by
the liberal media. [Laughter] Well, I imagine
Dr. Koop was surprised to hear that. [Laugh-
ter]

I believe Dr. Koop knows more about the
dangers of tobacco than the so-called liberal
media or Senator Dole. He’s out there fight-
ing for our children, and that’s what we need
more people to do, fight for children and not
play politics with this issue.

Medicaid today spends at least $10 billion
in Federal and State funds to pay for treat-
ment for smoking-related illnesses. Now, if
we’re going to get serious about cutting the
costs, that’s one way to do it without hurting
families. It will help families, it will strength-
en families.

And finally, let me say that this sort of par-
tisan division has only made the Medicare
Trust Fund problem worse. Let’s face it, we
have enough savings identified in both the
Republican plan and my plan to take the
Medicare Trust Fund out to a decade right
now. And we don’t know yet whether we
won’t be able to find more in the develop-
ment of managed care, voluntary options for
seniors, and other things that are happening
in the marketplace right now.

Now, why don’t we go ahead and do this?
Why are we holding out? Why is the Con-
gress holding out for an agreement that

would essentially develop a two-class Medi-
care system, where the older and the poorer
and the sicker you are, the more likely you
are to be in yesterday’s Medicare that’s
under-funded; and the younger and healthier
and more well off you are, the more options
you’re given to walk away. That’s not what
made Medicare work. What made Medicare
work is you say, we have obligations to each
other, and we’re going to fulfill them. We’re
going to do this and solve this together. I
think that is the right thing to do.

But you need to understand, every health
care program—there is no such thing as a
problem-free health care program. You have
to manage this as it goes along. You have
to deal with the population, what happens
to people, what the costs are. But I’d just
like for you to remember two things when
all these people tell you how bad Medicare
is, how it needs to be worked over and
changed and, in effect, deconstructed. I’d
just like for you to remember two things—
the same thing for Medicaid—number one,
Medicare has the smallest administrative
overhead cost of any insurance program,
public or private, in the entire United States
of America, and number two—number two
and far more important, America’s longevity,
unfortunately, is not as high as some coun-
tries, but the main reason is, we have lam-
entably higher rates of violence among young
people, we have higher rates of AIDS, which
kills a lot of young people in this country,
and our infant mortality rate in some places
is still higher than it is in some countries.
But if you live to be 65 in the United States,
you have the highest life expectancy of any
group of seniors in the world. Medicare, So-
cial Security, SSI, that’s what did that. Now,
I can’t believe we can fix the problem of the
financing in a way that preserves the fact that
we have the seniors with the highest life ex-
pectancy in the world, with a program that
already has the lowest administrative costs in
the world. This is not rocket science. This
is politics.

So I would say again, this is a great philo-
sophical divide—should we abandon Medic-
aid’s guarantee to poor women and little chil-
dren——

Audience members. No-o-o!
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The President. ——to families with dis-
abilities, to the seniors in the nursing homes?

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. No. Should we create in

Medicare—we’re not talking about saving
money here; we’re not talking about securing
the trust fund for a decade. We’re talking
about whether we should create a two-class
system of care.

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. You know, if I stay

healthy—I don’t know if I can the way things
are in Washington—[laughter]—but if I stay
healthy, I retire as President, and I have a
nice pension, you know, I’ll probably be fine.
Their system might be great for me, I could
walk away. But what about my responsibil-
ities to everybody else? What about every-
body else’s—what about our responsibilities?

So, again, I would say that the Senate has
new leadership and we have—we have iden-
tified the savings necessary to secure the
Medicare Trust Fund. Why should we go
into a work stoppage just because it’s election
season? Let’s go ahead and secure the Medi-
care Trust Fund for another decade. You
know how we’re going to save the money and
you said okay, and we can do that.

I know, you know, we’ve had a good time
today, and I know that I’m here preaching
to the saved—[laughter]—it makes it easier.
But let me tell you, there is a serious issue
here. We have serious questions to deal with.
We all know that we’re living longer and that
the distribution of population is changing.
We have the come to grips with these things.
The only thing I’m saying is I believe the
seniors of this country care about their chil-
dren and grandchildren and their great-
grandchildren.

When I was the Governor of my State, I
spent most of my time trying to improve the
education of our children, and I got most
of my support for it from people who were
in their golden years, who were more than
happy to come up and invest more money
or do whatever it took to make sure that their
grandchildren had a bright future.

I do not want to see the generations in
this country pitted against each other. We
can find a clearly nonpolitical, bipartisan,
even-handed, sensible solution to any prob-
lem the generational changes are going to

face this country with, as long as we don’t
use it as an excuse to divide this country one
from another, and to be unfair to the seniors
in their quest, legitimately, to have a good
life. You know it, and I know it.

I want to just say two things in closing.
While I think we have obligations to you, I
am impressed by how many of you still think
that you’ve got plenty of energy to exercise
obligations to other people, and I thank you
for that. I thank you for that. I thank you
for becoming foster grandparents or working
with troubled young people or becoming
mentors and tutors. Those kids need people
like you, and we need more kids with more
seniors helping them one on one.

I thank those who have joined our National
Senior Service Corps. I thank those who
work with other seniors who aren’t as well
off as they are either financially or physically.
I thank you for your wisdom and your vigor.
And I ask you to bring that wisdom and vigor
not just to those who agree with you in the
next 4 months, but to others as well.

We have here a very clear choice. And in
a way that’s a happy thing for America be-
cause you don’t have to guess this time. You
know, in lots of elections—in lots of election
there’s a certain amount of guesswork. But
you know what I will do. First of all, you
know that we did what we said we’d do, or
we got caught trying to do it. [Applause]
Thank you.

Audience members. Four more years!
Four more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. Thank you.
And that the results have been good. Com-
pared to 4 years ago, we’re better off than
we were on the economy. We’re better off
than we were when it comes to crime. We’ve
proved that you can protect the environment
and grow the economy. We have worked with
the States to move people from welfare to
work. And while others in Washington talked
about it, we now have 1.3 million fewer peo-
ple on welfare than we did the day I became
President.

We’ve proved that you can shrink the size
of the Federal Government without being
cruel to the Federal employees or undermin-
ing the quality of Federal service. We have
proved, in other words, that we could grow
the economy with opportunity and respon-

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:40 Dec 30, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00022 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P27JY4.002 p27jy4



1173Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / July 2

sibility and a stronger sense of community.
That’s the first thing.

The second thing is, there’s lots more to
do. Our country’s transformation into the
21st century is far from complete. I proposed
the other day that we amend the family and
medical leave law to let people have a few
hours off a year to go to regular conferences
with their kids and make regular doctor’s ap-
pointments with their parents if they need
it, or their children if they need it. That’s
a good thing to do, a simple thing to do.

I proposed making 2 more years of edu-
cation after high school universal for every-
one through a system of tax credits that
would let everybody go to their nearest com-
munity college. And there are lots of other
things that we have to do.

And the third point I want to make is, on
the you-don’t-have-to-guess point is, you
know where I stand, and you know where
they stand. And if the American people want
the budget that they passed in 1995 that I
vetoed, they can get it. They can get it. But
you need to talk to your friends and neigh-
bors about this. Six months into 1997, if they
had the White House and the Congress, that
budget would be the law of the land. If you
think it’s a bad idea that we’re putting
100,000 police on the street, and you want
to remove that commitment and just throw
money at the problem, you can get that. They
did that once, but I stopped them.

If you think that I was wrong to take on
this tobacco issue, or wrong to require the
V-chip in the new television sets so that par-
ents have some control over the things their
young children watch, if you think I was
wrong about the family leave law and you
don’t want it extended, you can have some-
one who agrees with you, who believes—who
led the fight—who led the fight against ev-
erything I said.

Audience members. No-o-o!
Audience member. We’ll stand with you,

Bill!
The President. But what I want you to

do is not just stand with me, I want you to
go home and explain it to everybody else.
That’s what I want you to do. I want you
to explain it to everybody else. [Applause]
Thank you. Thank you.

Now, let me say one other thing. Let me
say one thing. I’m going to do my best in
the next 4 months to give this country back
to the people, just like I tried to do in 1992.
I want this election process to be in the hands
of the American people, and I’m going to
do everything I can to see that they get a
chance to make these decisions based upon
what will happen afterward that affects their
lives, their children’s lives, and the future of
this country.

There is no nation in the world as well-
positioned for the next century as the United
States—no nation. All we have to do is to
make sure that we give people the tools they
need to make the most of their own lives,
do everything we can to ensure responsibility
from all of our citizens, and remind every-
body that we are in this together. This is the
greatest country in the world today because,
in wave after wave after wave after wave over
200 years, we have steadily built a bigger
group of American success stories. I believe
we’re in this together. That is the choice the
American people face.

And if you go out there and remind people
of the example and the story of your own
lives, you can look into the future for people
who are younger than you are. You can help
them to take their blinders off; you can help
to make sure that they’re not distracted. And
you can ask them to stand up to the finest
and best in this country. And that will ensure
a good result, not just in November, but far
more important for our children and our
grandchildren.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
Regency Ballroom at the West Tower of Chicago
Hyatt Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Steve
Protulis, executive director, and Tom
Buffenbarger, board member, National Council
of Senior Citizens; Lois Wellington, president,
Congress of California Seniors; George Becker,
president, United Steelworkers of America; Jay
Mazur, president, Union of Needletrades, Indus-
trial and Textile Employees; Douglas Fraser,
former president, United Auto Workers; Justin
Dart, chairman, Justice for All; and Mayor Rich-
ard M. Daley of Chicago. A portion of these re-
marks could not be verified because the tape was
incomplete.
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Message on the Observance of
Independence Day, 1996
July 2, 1996

I am pleased to join my fellow Americans
across the nation and around the world in
celebrating Independence Day.

On this day each year, we gather with fam-
ily and friends to commemorate the anniver-
sary of the signing of our Declaration of
Independence. With vision and courage, our
Founders stated unequivocally to the world:
‘‘We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.’’
These were literally revolutionary concepts,
and they fundamentally changed the course
of human history.

Today we are living through another pe-
riod of profound and historic change—
change in the way we work, the way we live,
the way we relate to one another and to the
rest of the world. But the truths set down
in our Declaration of Independence are im-
mutable, and they continue to light our path
into the challenges and possibilities of the
future. Equality, individual rights, life, free-
dom, opportunity—we still cherish these val-
ues, and we must continue to reaffirm them
daily.

America is a work in progress, and we have
strived through decades of challenge and
change to become what our Founders envi-
sioned on our first Independence Day. As
we continue that endeavor, let us work to-
gether to create an America that remains the
world’s strongest force for peace, justice, and
freedom. Let us work for an America that
is not driven apart by differences but instead
is united around shared values and respect
for our diversity. Let us work for an America
in which every one of us, without regard to
race or religious belief or gender or station
in life, can achieve our dreams. In this way
we will best pay tribute to those who, 220
years ago, pledged their lives, their fortunes,
and their sacred honor to guarantee our free-
dom.

Best wishes for a memorable Fourth of
July.

Bill Clinton

Remarks at a Reception for
Representative Dick Durbin in
Chicago
July 2, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. Thank you. Well, if we get

them, they’ll be a lot better if Dick Durbin
is in the Senate, I’ll tell you that.

First of all, I’m delighted to be here with
Senator Simon and Senator Carol Moseley-
Braun, my good friend Bill Singer, and all
of you who have contributed to this terrific
fundraiser. I want to say how very much I
admire Dick and Loretta Durbin—they live
their family values, they don’t just give politi-
cal speeches about them at election time—
and how happy I am to be here at this—
[applause].

When Dick was talking about being a Lith-
uanian, I was just thinking that the Chicago
person in my household would like to be here
tonight. But when we were in France for the
G–7 meeting, and I left Hillary, and she went
on to Romania, the Czech Republic, Hun-
gary, Poland, Estonia, and two or three other
places. And she called me yesterday, and she
told me about her day in Romania. And she
told me—she said, ‘‘You realize all the places
I’m going, all the people I’m going to see?’’
And she reeled them all off. And I said,
‘‘Look, I can make one trip to Chicago and
see people from all those places.’’

So Dick reminded me of my wisecrack,
and I thought I’d give it to you. [Laughter]
It’s really true about Chicago; it’s one of the
things that makes it so wonderful. The mayor
and Bill Daley took me down to the Taste
of Chicago today, and I walked, and I ate
like a horse. [Laughter] But I was an equal
opportunity eater. I gave—every ethnic
group got a fair and equal shot at me. And
I’ll have to run an extra 5 miles in the morn-
ing, but it was wonderful.

Let me say on a more serious note how
much I appreciate the support I felt from
all the American people when I went to Eu-
rope to try to get our allies to support the
United States in our fight against terrorism
in the aftermath of what happened in Saudi
Arabia to our Air Force personnel. But I also
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